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DIE KERKODE EN DIE KERKLIKE REG IN DIE NEDERDUITSCH
HERVORMDE KERK VAN AFRIKA AAN DIE HAND VAN DIE
PRESBITERIAAL-SINODALE KERKBEGRIP

deur
B J van Wyk
Promotor: Prof dr S J Botha
Departement: Kerkgeskiedenis en Kerkreg

Graad: PhD

Samevatting

Die proefskrif lewer ‘n bydrae om die Kerkorde en die kerklike reg geldend in
die Nederduitsch Hervomde Kerk van Afrika te meet aan die Presbiteriaal-
sinodale kerkbegrip. Laasgenoemde is die kerkregtelike omlyning van die
Bybels-Reformatoriese teologie as aanduiding van die teologie wat in die

Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk beoefen word.

Vooraf word histories aandag geskenk aan die ontstaan en ontwikkeling van
die Presbiteriaal-sinodale kerkbegrip wat grootliks deur Calvyn in Genéve
gevorm is, en daarna in Parys, asook in Nederland verder ontwikkel is. Hier
word ook verwys na die Algemeen Reglement van 1816, die 1951 Kerkorde
van die Nederlandse Hervormde Kerk, asook die 1951 Kerkwet van die

Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk van Afrika.

Daarna volg ‘n beskrywing wat onder Bybels-Reformatoriese teologie as 'n
openbaringsteologie verstaan word, objektief van aard, wat die mens as
sondaar sien wat deur genade in en deur Jesus Christus regverdig is. Die
kerk in dié verband is deur God gewil en leef in die verwagting van die

voleinding wanneer Jesus Christus alles in almal sal wees.

‘n Uiteensetting van die Presbiteriaal-sinodale kerkbegrip dui die kerk aan wat
van die begin af daar was en deur God tot stand gebring, en daarom

verbondsmatig van aard is. Ampte word as gawes van God beskou waardeur
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God mense wat Hy deur Jesus Christus verlos het, in geloof tot Hom bring.
Ampte word deur ampsdraers beklee wat in vergaderings van die ampte

byeenkom, om die kerk aan die hand van die Woord van God te regeer.

Die kerk is ‘n belydende kerk wat sy geloof met die kerk van alle eeue bely
soos in die ekumeniese belydenisskrifte en die drie formuliere van eenheid
saamgevat is. Hier word ook verwys na die sakramente, seremonies en
kerklike fees- en gedenkdae. Die hoofstuk sluit af met verwysing na die
kerklike dissipline, en die verhouding tussen kerk en owerheid.

Laastens word die Kerkorde en die kerklike reg in die Nederduitsch
Hervormde Kerk gemeet aan die voorafgaande omskrywing van die

Presbiteriaal-sinodale kerkbegrip.

Presbiteriaal-sinodaal
Verbondsmatige kerkbegrip
Bybels-Reformatories
Skrif-belydenis-kerkorde
Anti-hiérargies
Anti-independentisties
Rotasiebeginsel

Skriftuurlike kerkorde

Teokrasie aan die hand van ‘n ellips

Kerklike denke voorwaarde vir kerkorde
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THE CHURCH ORDINANCE AND ECCLESIASTICAL LAW IN THE
NEDERDUITSCH HERVORMDE CHURCH OF AFRICA IN THE LIGHT OF
THE PRESBYTERIAL-SYNODAL CHURCH GOVERNMENT

by
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Degree: PhD
Summary

This dissertation presents a contribution to measure the church order and
ecclesiastical law in the Nederduitsch Hervormde Church of Africa against the
Presbyterial-synodal understanding of church government. The latter forms
the canonical outline of Biblical Reformative Theology as an indication of the
theology currently practiced in the Nederduitsch Hervomde Church of Africa.

At the outset a historical overview is given on the origin and development of
the Presbyterial-synodal church government that was mainly shaped by
Calvin in Geneva and later elaborated upon in Paris, and then further
developed in the Netherlands. Reference is also made to the Algemeen
Reglement of 1816, the 1951 church order of the Nederlandse Hervormde
Church, as well as the 1951 church order of the Nederduitsch Hervormde
Church of Africa.

A description is given of what is understood by Biblical Reformative Theology
as a revelation theology, which objectively assesses man as a sinner
redeemed by grace through Jesus Christ. In this regard the church is willed by
God and exists in eschatological expectation when Jesus will be everything in

everyone.

An exposition of Presbyterial-synodal church government calls attention to the
church's existence from the beginning of time, founded by God, and it is

therefore of a covenantal nature. Offices are seen as gifts from God to
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mankind to bring those who had been saved by Jesus Christ to faith in Him.
Office bearers gather together in an assembly of offices to govern the church

according to the Word of God.

The church is a confessing church who confesses its faith with the church of
all ages, as summarized in the ecumenical creeds and the three formularies
of unity. Reference is also made here to the sacraments, ceremonies, church
festivals and days of remembrance. The chapter concludes with a reference
to church discipline as well as the relationship between church and state.

Finally the church order and ecclesiastical law in the Nederduitsch Hervormde
Church of Africa is measured against the previous definition of the
Presbyterial-synodal understanding of church government.

Presbyterial Synodal

Covenantal church definition

Biblical Reformative theology
Scripture-creed-church order

Anti hierargical

Anti independentical

Rotation principle

Church Order according to Scripture
Theocracy according to an eclipse

Church Order on condition of ecclesiastical principles
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